
A	
  Memorandum	
  of	
  Agreement	
  between	
  the	
  Delaware	
  Department	
  of	
  Transportation	
  
(DelDOT)	
  and	
  the	
  Delaware	
  Department	
  of	
  Natural	
  Resources	
  and	
  Environmental	
  Control	
  
(DNREC)	
  to	
  Create	
  and	
  Maintain	
  a	
  Statewide	
  System	
  of	
  Bicycle	
  and	
  Pedestrian	
  Pathways	
  and	
  
Trails	
  that	
  Will	
  Support	
  Non-­‐motorized	
  Travel	
  and	
  Recreation	
  Opportunities	
  within	
  the	
  

State	
  of	
  Delaware	
  
October	
  14,	
  2011	
  

Whereas,	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  Delaware	
  desires	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  world	
  class	
  interconnected	
  network	
  of	
  paths	
  and	
  trails	
  
that	
  will	
  support	
  non-­‐motorized	
  travel	
  and	
  recreational	
  opportunities	
  within	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  Delaware	
  for	
  
Delawareans	
  and	
  visitors	
  alike;	
  

Whereas,	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  Delaware	
  recognizes	
  the	
  benefits	
  of	
  an	
  integrated	
  non-­‐motorized	
  trail	
  network	
  to	
  
provide	
  opportunities	
  for	
  pedestrians	
  and	
  bicyclists	
  to	
  travel	
  safely	
  and	
  efficiently	
  and	
  to	
  expand	
  
outdoor	
  recreation	
  facilities	
  while	
  enjoying	
  the	
  recreational,	
  natural,	
  cultural	
  and	
  historic	
  assets	
  of	
  
Delaware;	
  

Whereas,	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  Delaware	
  recognizes	
  that	
  providing	
  access	
  to	
  active	
  transportation	
  and	
  
recreational	
  choices	
  promotes	
  healthy	
  communities;	
  

Whereas,	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  Delaware	
  recognizes	
  the	
  benefits	
  of	
  an	
  integrated	
  multi-­‐modal	
  transportation	
  and	
  
recreational	
  trail	
  infrastructure	
  in	
  improving	
  the	
  economic	
  and	
  environmental	
  sustainability	
  of	
  
communities,	
  thereby	
  improving	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  for	
  all	
  citizens;	
  

Whereas,	
  Senate	
  Concurrent	
  Resolution	
  13	
  requested	
  the	
  study	
  of	
  the	
  building	
  and	
  maintaining	
  of	
  non-­‐
motorized	
  travel	
  connections	
  within	
  and	
  between	
  cities	
  and	
  towns	
  in	
  Delaware	
  and	
  to	
  link	
  these	
  
connections	
  to	
  form	
  uninterrupted	
  networks	
  for	
  walking	
  and	
  bicycling;	
  

Whereas,	
  $7	
  million	
  in	
  appropriations	
  were	
  allocated	
  in	
  the	
  FY	
  2012	
  Capital	
  Improvements	
  Budget	
  (Bond	
  
Bill)	
  for	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  initiating	
  the	
  design	
  and	
  development	
  of	
  a	
  statewide	
  integrated	
  non-­‐motorized	
  
network;	
  	
  

Now,	
  therefore	
  we	
  the	
  undersigned	
  Secretary	
  of	
  the	
  Delaware	
  Department	
  of	
  Natural	
  Resources	
  and	
  
Environmental	
  Control	
  and	
  Secretary	
  of	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Transportation	
  agree	
  to	
  work	
  together	
  with	
  
our	
  respective	
  personnel	
  to	
  accomplish	
  the	
  following:	
  	
  

a) Develop	
  a	
  Statewide	
  Trail	
  and	
  Pathway	
  Plan	
  that	
  outlines	
  a	
  network	
  of	
  bicycle	
  and	
  pedestrian	
  
systems	
  that	
  will	
  serve	
  both	
  recreational	
  and	
  alternative	
  transportation	
  goals	
  that	
  builds	
  on	
  
today’s	
  existing	
  trails	
  and	
  pathways,	
  and,	
  that	
  creates	
  community	
  connections;	
  

b) Develop	
  a	
  master	
  list	
  of	
  projects	
  and	
  subprojects	
  using	
  the	
  attached	
  system	
  strategy	
  map(see	
  
attached)	
  to	
  include	
  timelines,	
  estimated	
  costs	
  and	
  priorities;	
  

c)	
  Streamline	
  any	
  and	
  all	
  permitting	
  and	
  right-­‐of-­‐way	
  acquisition	
  processes	
  necessary	
  for	
  each	
  
project,	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  minimize	
  the	
  time	
  needed	
  to	
  render	
  each	
  project	
  open	
  for	
  use;	
  



d)	
  Use	
  the	
  FY	
  2012	
  State	
  funds	
  and	
  future	
  appropriations	
  to	
  leverage	
  additional	
  federal	
  and	
  private	
  
funding	
  to	
  expand	
  the	
  resources	
  available	
  for	
  use	
  in	
  constructing	
  the	
  projects	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  
master	
  list	
  mentioned	
  above;	
  

e)	
  Develop	
  a	
  plan	
  including	
  estimated	
  costs	
  and	
  specific	
  responsibilities	
  for	
  the	
  maintenance	
  and	
  
rehabilitation	
  of	
  the	
  trails	
  and	
  paths	
  over	
  time;	
  

e)	
  In	
  choosing	
  priority	
  projects	
  consider	
  the	
  potential	
  jobs	
  and	
  opportunities	
  for	
  Delaware	
  
contractors	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  created	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  these	
  projects	
  and	
  the	
  maintenance	
  program	
  
and,	
  where	
  practicable,	
  choose	
  those	
  alternatives	
  that	
  are	
  likely	
  to	
  create	
  the	
  most	
  employment	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  Delawareans;	
  

f)	
  Use	
  current,	
  state-­‐of-­‐the-­‐art,	
  resource	
  management	
  and	
  model	
  sustainability	
  practices	
  in	
  the	
  
construction	
  and	
  maintenance	
  of	
  the	
  projects	
  (e.g.	
  stormwater,	
  native	
  landscaping/habitat,	
  
bike/pedestrian	
  innovations,	
  etc.)	
  

g)	
  Evaluate	
  existing	
  trails	
  and	
  pathways	
  to	
  determine	
  how	
  these	
  systems	
  can	
  be	
  improved	
  and/or	
  
linked	
  to	
  improve	
  safety,	
  connectivity,	
  and	
  increase	
  bicycle	
  and	
  pedestrian	
  usage	
  for	
  recreation	
  
and	
  alternative	
  transportation.	
  	
  

DelDOT	
  and	
  DNREC	
  hereby	
  agree	
  to	
  create	
  an	
  inter-­‐departmental	
  team	
  to	
  develop	
  and	
  recommend	
  for	
  
implementation	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  activities	
  for	
  FY	
  2012	
  and	
  the	
  subsequent	
  four	
  fiscal	
  years.	
  	
  Special	
  care	
  will	
  be	
  
taken	
  to	
  identify	
  the	
  financial	
  resources	
  that	
  are	
  anticipated	
  to	
  be	
  needed	
  for	
  FY	
  2013.	
  	
  We	
  the	
  
undersigned	
  will	
  provide	
  these	
  recommendations	
  to	
  the	
  Governor’s	
  Office	
  and	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  
Management	
  and	
  Budget	
  for	
  consideration	
  in	
  the	
  Governor’s	
  FY	
  2013	
  Budget	
  Proposal	
  to	
  the	
  General	
  
Assembly	
  in	
  January	
  2012.	
  	
  	
  	
  

DelDOT	
  and	
  DNREC	
  will	
  consult	
  with	
  the	
  Bicycle	
  Council,	
  Pedestrian	
  Advisory	
  Committee,	
  Council	
  on	
  
Greenways	
  and	
  Trails,	
  metropolitan	
  planning	
  organizations,	
  municipalities	
  and	
  local	
  governments	
  with	
  
regard	
  to	
  the	
  priority	
  order	
  of	
  projects	
  prior	
  to	
  presenting	
  the	
  proposed	
  list	
  of	
  projects	
  to	
  the	
  Governor	
  
for	
  consideration	
  for	
  funding.	
  	
  Public	
  workshops	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  held	
  with	
  property	
  owners,	
  community	
  
groups	
  and	
  other	
  affected	
  stakeholders	
  to	
  consider	
  input	
  into	
  the	
  placement,	
  cost	
  and	
  maintenance	
  of	
  
the	
  trail	
  systems.	
  As	
  part	
  of	
  this	
  effort,	
  DNREC	
  and	
  DelDOT	
  will	
  designate	
  responsibilities	
  and	
  
accountabilities	
  for	
  various	
  stages	
  of	
  the	
  project	
  to	
  specific	
  individuals	
  or	
  groups	
  of	
  individuals.	
  	
  These	
  
activities	
  may	
  include	
  concept	
  development,	
  engineering	
  design,	
  construction,	
  and,	
  subsequently,	
  
maintenance	
  of	
  the	
  system.	
  	
  

Due	
  to	
  the	
  integration	
  of	
  the	
  non-­‐motorized	
  trail	
  system	
  into	
  the	
  State’s	
  public	
  road	
  infrastructure,	
  the	
  
portions	
  of	
  paths	
  and	
  trails	
  that	
  are	
  outside	
  of	
  State	
  Parks	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  built	
  to	
  state	
  standards	
  and	
  
any	
  federal	
  standards	
  that	
  apply	
  as	
  designated	
  by	
  the	
  U.S.DOT.	
  	
  	
  This	
  will	
  require	
  DelDOT	
  to	
  be	
  involved	
  
in	
  the	
  design	
  and	
  engineering	
  of	
  the	
  projects.	
  	
  For	
  projects	
  that	
  are	
  within	
  State	
  Parks,	
  DNREC	
  will	
  take	
  
the	
  lead	
  in	
  the	
  design	
  and	
  engineering	
  with	
  DelDOT	
  providing	
  technical	
  support	
  as	
  requested	
  by	
  DNREC.	
  



DelDOT	
  will	
  take	
  the	
  lead	
  in	
  the	
  bidding,	
  solicitation,	
  bid	
  evaluation,	
  and	
  contract	
  administration	
  for	
  the	
  
projects	
  that	
  are	
  outside	
  of	
  State	
  Parks.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  financial	
  stewardship	
  of	
  the	
  Statewide	
  Trail	
  &	
  Pathway	
  Plan	
  will	
  be	
  shared	
  by	
  both	
  agencies.	
  	
  The	
  
annual	
  state	
  appropriation	
  (when	
  awarded)	
  will	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  capital	
  account	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  
General	
  Fund	
  annual	
  appropriation.	
  	
  DelDOT	
  will	
  provide	
  supplemental	
  state	
  and/or	
  federal	
  capital	
  
appropriations	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  its	
  Capital	
  Improvements	
  Program.	
  	
  DelDOT	
  will	
  also	
  coordinate	
  federal	
  grant	
  
activities,	
  including	
  application,	
  monitoring	
  and	
  reporting.	
  	
  	
  	
  

DNREC	
  will	
  manage	
  Federal	
  Recreational	
  Trails	
  Fund	
  and	
  seek	
  private	
  foundation	
  and	
  private	
  sector	
  
funds	
  to	
  implement	
  projects	
  identified	
  in	
  the	
  Statewide	
  Trail	
  &	
  Pathways	
  Plan.	
  	
  DNREC	
  will	
  coordinate	
  
with	
  municipal	
  and	
  county	
  park	
  agencies	
  and	
  other	
  eligible	
  project	
  sponsors	
  to	
  award	
  Delaware	
  Land	
  &	
  
Water	
  Conservation	
  Trust	
  Fund	
  trail	
  grants	
  that	
  implement	
  the	
  community	
  trails	
  and	
  pathways	
  
identified	
  in	
  the	
  Statewide	
  Trail	
  &	
  Pathway	
  Plan.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

DelDOT	
  and	
  DNREC	
  will	
  coordinate	
  any	
  and	
  all	
  efforts	
  to	
  solicit	
  additional	
  funds	
  including	
  additional	
  
federal	
  grants	
  and	
  private	
  sector	
  and	
  private	
  foundation	
  funding.	
  	
  

The	
  activities	
  outlined	
  herein	
  will	
  be	
  re-­‐evaluated	
  each	
  year	
  and	
  a	
  report	
  on	
  the	
  progress	
  of	
  the	
  
Statewide	
  Trail	
  &	
  Pathway	
  Plan	
  will	
  be	
  submitted	
  jointly	
  to	
  the	
  Governor	
  each	
  December.	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  
coordination	
  of	
  these	
  activities	
  will	
  be	
  completed	
  within	
  5	
  years	
  of	
  the	
  signing	
  of	
  this	
  Memorandum	
  of	
  
Understanding,	
  unless	
  re-­‐designated	
  by	
  the	
  Governor.	
  

	
  

The	
  terms	
  are	
  hereto	
  agreed	
  to	
  on	
  the	
  	
  _______	
  of	
  _______,	
  2011.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

_________________________________	
   	
   ___________________________________	
  

Collin	
  O’Mara,	
  Secretary	
   	
   	
   	
   Shailen	
  Bhatt,	
  Secretary	
  
Delaware	
  Department	
  of	
  Natural	
  Resources	
   	
   Delaware	
  Department	
  of	
  Transportation	
  
and	
  Environmental	
  Control	
  	
  

	
  


